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Visual Artist / Teaching Artist / Arts Administrator /Documentary Filmmaker
Coming from a long line of educators, activists and environmentalists I was born and raised in Mt. Shasta, California and moved to San Francisco when I was 17 to attend design school. I have worked in clothing design, painting, ceramics, sculpture, installation art and film. I currently live and work in San Francisco, CA, with my husband and ten-year old daughter.

As a full time artist I prefer to work on long-term projects and value experimental work that brings communities together to explore culturally relevant issues that also focus on social justice and the environment. For the past five years I have developed several community engagement projects with non-profits and schools. As a teaching artist I am dedicated to bridging the gap between community organizations and inner city public schools. I collaborate with teachers to develop art programs that align with their curriculum, train parent volunteers and teach youth community building through the process and collaborative creation of art.
2006 – Present / Teaching Artist, Arts Administrator
2004 – Present / Installation Artist, Filmmaker

1997– 2004 / Raku Ceramic Artist, Sculptor

1990 – 1997 / Fashion Designer
EDUCATION  

1994 - 1997 Studies at The Clay Studio / San Francisco, CA

1989 – 1991 The Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising / AA in fashion design - magna cum laude /



 San Francisco & Los Angeles, CA  
PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS
2011
The Shadow; A Community Engagement Project
Program creator, administrator and teaching artist:

During a six-week residency at Leonard R. Flynn Elementary School in the Mission district of San Francisco two artists, five community members and 80 students will study the components of light and the ways we have used science and folklore to explain the world around us. They will collaboratively create four folktales through storyboarding, character development, dialogue writing, and the creation of paper puppets, scenery, and props. Resulting in two Shadow and Light puppet performances both in English and Spanish in May 2011. / San Francisco, CA

PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS CONTINUED
2008-Present 

Welcome To The NeighborHOOD; A Community Engagement Project at Literacy For Environmental Justice 
Program creator, administrator and teaching artist:

Youth in residency with artists over a period of two years have created a body of artwork exploring environmental and social justice issues facing the community of Bayview Hunters Point in San Francisco. The project is a collaboration with several artists and youth from Literacy For Environmental Justice.
The title: Welcome to the NeighborHOOD speaks to the future of this rapidly changing neighborhood and references the newcomers who will be moving into the neighborhood, with 10,000 new housing units currently planned to be built over the redeveloped Shipyard / SuperFund site. Before any work began, all of the artists and the youth interns went on walking ‘Tours’ of the area to learn more about the environmental history of the neighborhood. These walking investigations, along with in-depth discussions, and journal writings led the participants to create work about their personal experiences, gentrification and displacement, the opposing forces of man vs. nature, art as activism, and the positive people and influences in their community. The various mediums used were video, sculpture, photography, painting, graphic arts, screen-printing and assemblage. As paid interns, the youth collaborated with the artists, and were the creative force behind the entire project; from conception and creation to installation and maintenance of the artwork.  The individual pieces of artwork come together to create interactive shelters and forts constructed out of scavenged materials from the neighborhood. The exhibit includes a documentary photo book and ‘behind the scenes’ documentary film clips showing the ‘making of’ each art piece. The project has been exhibited at several venues in the Bay Area and will soon be installed at the EcoCenter in Heron’s Head Park, San Francisco’s first off-grid public building.

2007-Present


Casa De La Imaginación (House Of The Imagination); A Community Engagement Project and Public Art Installation / ScrapEden SF

Project creator, administrator, and teaching artist:


An initiative from The San Francisco Department Of The Environment in partnership with The Black Rock Arts Foundation and the Neighborhood Parks Council. Through this initiative a collaboration developed with myself, The Mission Parents Group and 130 students from the Leonard R. Flynn Elementary after school programs (The Child Development Center and YMCA). Over a period of three months we developed ideas for creating an interactive sculpture utilizing only donated materials from the mission neighborhood of San Francisco. The resulting playhouse became a public art installation in a San Francisco park and is currently at Leonard R. Flynn Elementary School.

2006
Montalvo Arts Center - Site-specific public installation 


Teaching artist: One week class and collaboration with the Fine Art Day Camp students in August / Outdoor Installation / August–September / Saratoga, CA
2005-07’



Nunca Máis; A Community Engagement Project


Project creator, artist:

Nunca MÁIS (Galician for never again) was a three-year project inspired by a research trip to see the devastating effects of the Prestige oil tanker spill that occurred in November 2002 off the coast of Galicia Spain. The project evolved into a multi-media urban experience exploring the effects of oil spills in our oceans. 


Nunca MÁIS opened with an event at Ocean Beach in San Francisco. At dusk a singer greeted people and lead them to the beach where the Nunca MÁIS video was projected onto the sand and several ceramic birds were set on fire. Head stones marked the dates and places where oil spills had occurred in different countries. Audience members then carried the birds on hooks in a procession to SoulArch gallery. At the gallery the remaining 24 birds were part of a larger installation along with actual tar covered rocks from the prestige oil spill and sea salt harvested from Ocean Beach, CA. T-shirts with the Nunca MÁIS logo were also for sale and free handmade tar booklets were given to the audience. These tar booklets provided ideas on how to get involved in the preservation of our environment. 10% of all the proceeds were donated to the Point Reyes Bird Observatory.  Installations took place at several venues around the Bay Area and concluded with a retrospective in Los Angeles.
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GRANTS, AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS AND COMMISIONS
2010 
The Shadow / Alternative Exposure Grant from Southern Exposure 

2009 
‘National Arts Strategies’ Future Leadership Fellowship/ Nominated by the San Francisco Bay Area Emerging Arts Professionals / A program aimed at supporting the next wave of arts and culture leaders / October
2008-Present
 The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Community Engagement Project 

· Environmental Protection Agency video contest / Top Ten Finalist

'Faces of the Grassroots - Environmental Justice Movement'/March 2010

· The Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation Grant / 2009

· The San Francisco Foundations-Koshland Program, Mini-Grant / 2008

· LEF Foundation Grant / 2008

· San Francisco Arts Commission, Arts & Communities Innovative Partnerships:

Realization-Cultural Equity Grant / 2008

2007
Casa De La Imaginación Community Engagement Project / ScrapEden SF / 0 waste Grant from The San Francisco Department Of The Environment in partnership with The Black Rock Arts Foundation and the Neighborhood Parks Council.

2006
Nunca Máis / Commission / Stanford University / Nunca Máis Video project for the Elision Dance Premier / collaboration with choreographer Hope Mohr / May / Stanford Memorial Theater /Stanford, CA 

2004
Installation for Environmental Art: Artists Working with Nature Exhibit 
Redwood Forest Foundation Award / Gualala Arts Center  / Gualala, CA
PUBLIC SPEAKING ENGAGMENTS
2010  
Independent Arts and Media 11th Annual Expo for Independent Arts / Panelist / Discussion about Community collaborations and project documentation / Cell Space / September/ San Francisco, CA


The Arts Providers Alliance of San Francisco (APASF) / Panelist  / An interactive discussion on arts 
collaborations in the community / May / Yerba Buena Center for The Arts / San Francisco, CA

2009 
The Neighborhood Initiative for Cultural Engagement (the N.I.C.E. Project) / Panelist  / Discussion about the concept of "sustainability" and what it means on a personal and community level / The Red Poppy Art House / San Francisco, CA
VIDEOGRAPHY

2008-Present

The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project -Documentary film / Director, videographer and editor

The Stick / A short Documentary film about the history and founders of Candle Stick State Park 
Recreation Area in Hunters Point, SF, CA / Mentoring youth from the community In the creation of 
the film/ assisting with filming and editing

2008-09’ It’s Super Fund  - Youth Film - The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project- / Collaboration with Youth / 

assisted youth in producing, filming and editing a five-minute video about Icons in their community.

2005 
Nunca Máis / video installation/ Director, videographer and editor
TEACHING ARTIST AND ARTS ADMINISTRATOR EXPERIENCE

2011
Leonard R. Flynn Elementary / The Shadow Community Engagement Project
Program creator, administrator and teaching artist / Six weeks / 9 adults, 80 students / March – May / San Francisco, CA
2010
Montalvo Arts Center / Teaching Artist / Young Artists in Residence: Fine Arts Day Camp / ‘Conservation Transformation’ /40 students, 5-13 yrs. old / June 14th – 18 th / Saratoga, CA

2010
Montalvo Arts Center / Teaching Artist / Young Artists in Residence: Fine Arts Day Camp / ‘Eco-Art’ /40 students, 5-13 yrs. old / August 2nd – 6 th / Saratoga, CA
2008-Present 
 The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Community Engagement Project / Program creator, administrator and teaching artist at Literacy for Environmental Justice / Organized meetings with youth and artists for two years / Attended and filmed every meeting / Wrote and managed all grants / Created two documentary books, three short films and three gallery installations / 16 youth 8 artists / San Francisco, CA

2006-Present
Leonard R. Flynn Elementary  - Parent Lead Visual Arts Program / Program creator, coordinator and teaching artist / wrote curriculum to meet the second grade arts standards, organized and trained parent volunteers (in both Spanish and English) to teach a ten week arts program in all second grade classes /15 adults and 80 students / San Francisco, CA 

2007
Mission Parents Group / Teaching Artist / Taught architecture and sculpture class to toddlers and 


parents using scavenged materials /15 adults, 10 children 3-5 yrs. old / San Francisco, CA

Leonard R. Flynn Elementary / Casa De La Imaginación Community Engagement Project / Project creator, administrator and teaching artist / Collaborated with an Architect to teach architecture classes, focusing on using scavenged materials in construction / Taught Sculpture classes using reclaimed materials / 1 ½ months / 130 students K-5th / San Francisco, CA

2006
Leonard R. Flynn Elementary / Parent Lead Visual Arts Project / 

Arts Program creator, coordinator and teaching artist / Dia De Los Muertos Project / Organized volunteers / Taught four Kindergarten classes / October 23rd – 27th / San Francisco, CA


Montalvo Arts Center / Teaching Artist / Young Artists in Residence: Fine Arts Day Camp / Creating environmental art on Montalvo’s wooded trails / 30 students, 10-13 yrs. old / July 31st. – August 4th / Saratoga, CA

2005
Wilson Elementary School / Teaching Artist / ‘The Basics of Clay’/ Teacher assisted artist in residence, 


Michael Kaplenk /five classes a day / Kindergarten – 6th grade / March 6th -10th / Medford, Oregon
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SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

2011
Literacy for Environmental Justice Presents The Welcome to the NeighborHOOD Project @The EcoCenter 
in Herons Head Park/ Spring / San Francisco, CA

2010     
My San Francisco: A Neighborhood Mashup -The Welcome to the NeighborHOOD Project @ Zeum: San 
Francisco’s Children’s Museum / Group show/ February- April / San Francisco, CA 


Engaging BVHP Youth - The Welcome to the NeighborHOOD Project / Art 94124 Gallery / Group show/ 
February-March /San Francisco, CA 

2009       The Welcome to the NeighborHOOD Project / The African American Art and Culture Complex, Sargent 
Johnson Gallery / October 2009 – January 2010 / San Francisco, CA

2007
Casa De La Imaginación / Public Art Installation / Parque Ninos Unidos June – August / Leonard R. Flynn Elementary School / August 07’-Present / San Francisco, CA

2006 
Visual Aids, Postcards From The Edge / Sikkema Jenkins & Co. /Group show/ December1-3 / New York, NY

Nunca Máis Retrospective / California Patients Group Gallery / Solo show /October–November/ 




Los Angeles, CA

AVES for National Bird Day / Space 15 / Invitation by The Animal Protection Institute /Group show/ January 
Sacramento, CA

2005
It’s all the same / Space 743 / Group show/ August – October / San Francisco, CA

BAYENNALE / International Biennial Event / Group show/July 23rd –August 7th / Jack London Square / 
Oakland, CA 



California Current / Gallery Route One / Group show/ June-July / Point Reyes Station, CA

Urban Jungle / 111 Minna / United Nations World Environment Day, Art into Action / Internationally juried 
exhibition / Group show/ curator Yuri Psinakis / June / San Francisco, 
CA

Urban Jungle/ Fort Mason Center / United Nations World Environment Day, Art into Action / 
Internationally juried exhibition / Group show/ curator Yuri Psinakis / June / San Francisco, CA



Nunca Máis/ SoulArch Gallery / Solo show  / March-May / San Francisco, CA

2004
Spaceholders / Space 743 / Group show/ September / San Francisco, CA

Environmental Art: Artists Working with Nature / Group show/curator Ursula Jones / Gualala Arts Center 
September/ Gualala, CA

MoveOn.org. / I.C.A.N. Gallery / Auction (by invitation) / Group show/July / San Francisco, CA

2003
17 + Studio Artists of the Clay Studio / Space 743 / Group show/September –October / 




San Francisco, CA

Art for Aids Auction (by invitation) / Group show/ San Francisco, CA

Scars in Dark Water / SoulArch Gallery / two person show / March – May / San Francisco, CA

Affinity for the cup/ Exploding Head Gallery / nationally juried show, curator Richard Hotchkiss/ 



Group show/ February Sacramento, CA

2002
Art for Aids / Auction (by invitation) / Group show/July / San Francisco, CA
Tails Of The City /sponsored by Microsoft® / Auction (by invitation) / Group show/April/ San Francisco,CA

2001   
Little Children’s Aid Junior Auxiliary / Auction (by invitation)  / Group show/ August / San 





Francisco, CA



Parts Of A Whole / Space 743 / Group show/October / San Francisco, CA


1999
Home Grown / Space 743 / Group show/ October / San Francisco, CA

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
2010
Yelsky, Robert / Neighborhood Empowerment Network TV / The Welcome To The 





NeighborHOOD Project / Interview / December



The Art Publishing Now Library / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD photo documentary 




book is part of a physical and online archive of Art Publishers in the Bay Area.
2009
Kao Stark, Loni / Stark Silver Creek, All Things West Coast / Feature / The Welcome To The 




NeighborHOOD Project / December

New America Media / Youth Outlook TV / Interview of youth in program/ Feature / 


The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project / December

Shahid, La Constance / Bayview Newspaper / Feature / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD

 Project / October

Tursi, Alexandra / identitytheory.com / Interview / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD

 Project / October

7x7 Magazine / Events / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project / October



Dulin Wiley, Jennifer / Art Business News / Neighborhood Community Arts Project Helps Inner-




City Youth/ August



Sculpture Magazine / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project / On Record / November

Yoshihara, Sayako / Eclat Japanese Magazine / Feature Interview / September / Tokyo, Japan

Tussing, Jan / ARD German Radio interview / The Welcome To The NeighborHOOD Project

Usui, Miki /San Francisco Kitchens Book / San Francisco Artists in their homes/ Shufunotomosha, édition 

Paumes Publishers/ April / Tokyo, Japan

2008
Croissant Magazine / Feature/ Portraits of Artists in San Francisco / March / Tokyo, Japan

2007
Sculpture Magazine / Casa De La Imaginación /On Record / November
Sean Fisher / Treehugger.com / ScrapEden: Recycled Public Art / May 10



Dorka Keehn / 7x7 magazine / Playa to the People /July / San Francisco, CA
2006
Richard Kearns / Nunca Máis Retrospective / Aids-Write.org / Interview / October 



Valoise, Aurelie/ Enjoy San Francisco / L’Art De Voyager / Interview / March-April / Paris, France

2005
Brenneman, Christine / Marin Independent Journal / Interview / June 



Clifton, Penny / Blackened Innocence / getunderground.com Review of Nunca Máis / April 17th 



Leaverton, Michael /Urban Experience /SF Weekly /Tar and Feathers-Ecological disaster inspires 




fine art / March 26th. 

2003
Westbrook, Lindsey/ Critic’s Choice / San Francisco Bay Guardian: Review of Nunca Máis/ September   



Ortiz-Wanlass, Tirza & Ortiz, P Jonathan / Family Spaces book / Featuring Wendy Testu ceramics / Gibbs 


Smith Publishers 



Johnson, Sandra / Smith and Hawkins Calendar / Featuring Wendy Testu ceramics

2002
Nelson, Anne V. / Elegance Improvised / San Francisco Magazine / Featuring Wendy Testu ceramics 



February 

2000
Zakka Catalog / Zakka in San Francisco and Berkeley / Featuring Wendy Testu ceramics / September / 



Tokyo, Japan



Lender, Heidi / Clay Girls / San Francisco Magazine / Interview /Featuring Wendy Testu ceramics /August 

LANGUAGES
English, French and studying Spanish

TRAVEL 

Egypt, Jordan, France, Spain, Belgium, London England, Portugal, Greece, Amsterdam Netherlands, Morocco, Mayotte Island, Reunion Island, Tokyo Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, Brazil, Hong Kong China, Philippines, Seoul Korea, Mexico, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Grenada, Jamaica, Montreal & Toronto Canada and much of the United States
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